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Mr. TURNER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 

as we begin the debate on the 9/11 Com-
mission recommendations today, we 
must ask the central question: are we 
as safe as we need to be. The answer is 
no, and it is all about the choices that 
we have made. 

In the 2 years before 9/11, we secured 
more loose nuclear material than we 
did in the 2 years after 9/11. We have 
yet to install the radiation portals we 
need at our ports to detect nuclear ma-
terial. We still do not have a unified 
terrorist watch list. Mr. Speaker, 
120,000 hours of untranslated terrorist- 
related wiretaps remain untranslated 
at the FBI. Mr. Speaker, 20,000 illegal 
immigrants from places other than 
Mexico were released into our own 
country last year because of a lack of 
detention space. 

In 2004, we invested about $20 billion 
more in homeland security than we did 
in the year of 9/11, but we granted 4 
times that in tax relief to the wealthi-
est 1 percent of Americans. 

It is all about choices, and we have 
made the wrong choices because our 
leadership has not committed us to 
making America as safe as we need to 
be. 

f 

TROOPS VOTE FOR BUSH 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, as a 31-year veteran of the 
Army National Guard and the parent of 
3 children serving in the military, in-
cluding a son in Iraq, I am glad to re-
port our troops are clearly supporting 
the reelection of President Bush. Ac-
cording to the independent Army 
Times, America’s troops are voting 
today for President Bush by a margin 
of over 4 to 1. 

Our troops know firsthand President 
Bush is courageously leading the suc-
cessful fight against the terrorists on 
the global war on terrorism. He is the 
commander-in-chief to trust with their 
lives. American service members know 
in a time of war, we need a clear mes-
sage to the murderers of children. 
President Bush has a hopeful vision of 
victory established by our competent 
troops who have liberated over 50 mil-
lion people from Afghanistan to Iraq. 

In my three visits to Iraq, I have seen 
and met the new greatest generation 
who are making history for democracy. 
President Bush clearly understands 
with our troops that the best way to 
protect American families is to take 
the war to the terrorists. We must 
fight at the source to reduce the poten-
tial for warfare in the streets of Amer-
ica. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops. 
We will never forget September 11. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL MENTAL 
ILLNESS AWARENESS WEEK 

(Ms. HERSETH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize National Mental Ill-
ness Awareness Week, an opportunity 
to educate ourselves and our constitu-
ents about mental illness in America. 

One of the first pieces of legislation I 
cosponsored in this body was the Men-
tal Health Equitable Treatment Act, 
which requires parity for mental 
health services under private insurance 
plans. But this legislation would do 
something else. It would move us one 
step closer to eradicating the undue 
stigma often associated with mental 
illness. 

As many as 1 in 5 children and ado-
lescents suffer from mental illness in 
the United States, but many go un-
treated because of feelings of shame or 
guilt, or because parents, schools, and 
communities lack the information and 
resources essential to prevent the 
worsening of mental health problems 
and for early detection, and to improve 
treatment outcomes. 

Many Americans, when diagnosed 
with a mental illness, confront both a 
frightening disease and a public that 
can be uninformed about the nature of 
their illness. Through educational cam-
paigns like the National Mental Illness 
Awareness Week and smart, targeted 
policy initiatives, we can look forward 
to overcoming the stigma associated 
with mental illness in our communities 
and make life a little easier for all 
Americans suffering from mental ill-
ness and for their families as well. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SERGEANT RUSSELL 
L. COLLIER 

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor one of America’s brav-
est, Sergeant Russell L. Collier from 
the Third District of Arkansas. 

Sergeant Collier, an Army National 
Guard medic from Harrison, Arkansas, 
was killed in action in Iraq earlier this 
week. He died when he came under 
enemy fire while aiding fellow soldier 
Sergeant Chris Potts who had been 
wounded in ambush. Sergeant Collier 
and Sergeant Potts became the first 
casualties of the 206th Field Artillery 
Battalion of Arkansas’s 39th Infantry 
Brigade. 

Sergeant Collier spent most of his 
adult life sacrificing for our country. 
In 1975 he enlisted in the U.S. Army, 
later transferred to the U.S. Navy, and 
then joined the Arkansas National 
Guard in September 1999. 

Mr. Speaker, Sergeant Russell L. Col-
lier is a true American hero who made 
the ultimate sacrifice for his country. I 
ask my colleagues to keep Russell’s 
family and friends, especially his wife 
and 9-year-old son, in their prayers 
during this difficult time 

BORDER SECURITY 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I am 
deeply concerned about the State of 
our Nation’s border security. If we can-
not secure our land borders where 80 
percent of all people enter our country, 
then we are simply not safe as a Na-
tion. 

In 1994, there were 2.7 million truck 
crossings on the southern border. In 
2003, this traffic increased to 4.2 mil-
lion crossings. In 1994, there were 66 
million personal vehicles crossing into 
the United States from Mexico. In 2003, 
the number of personal vehicles rose to 
88 million, carrying 194 million pas-
sengers. 

These numbers cry out for a substan-
tial investment in our borders, and 
what do we get? The administration 
has failed to meet our security and 
commercial needs by investing in our 
Nation’s port of entry. 

In 2003, the Department of Homeland 
Security’s own Data Management Im-
provement Act Task Force reported 
that more than 70 percent of the 166 
land ports of entry have inadequate in-
frastructure. What is the response? 
More investment? No. Typically, the 
administration shut down the task 
force. They are famous for that. 

We need a substantial investment in 
border infrastructure tied to a vulner-
ability assessment to ensure national 
security. 

f 

HONORING BEN GAMACHE 

(Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute 
to Ben Gamache upon being named the 
2004 Small Businessperson of the Year 
by the Greater Manchester Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Ben is the owner and chief executive 
officer of Gamache Enterprises, a com-
mercial real estate investment firm in 
Manchester, New Hampshire. The com-
pany has proven its staying power as 
an established business and presence in 
the community for the last 27 years. 
Even though there have been tough 
economic times, Gamache enterprises 
has continued to invest in the commu-
nity and refurbish unused or run-down 
mill and retail space to become thriv-
ing commercial properties. 

Ben is a member of the Board of Di-
rectors for the Commercial Realtors 
and has invested thousands of dollars 
of his own money for revitalization 
projects on one of downtown Man-
chester side streets. 

Ben has invested himself personally 
in the community with as much vigor 
and passion as he invests in himself as 
a businessperson. His most notable 
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